
1 CORINTHIANS – “Be Wise”  __                     1.20.19 

Lesson 44: “The Order of Resurrection”   1 Corinthians 15:20-34      Craig Crawshaw 

OUR TEXT 

1 Corinthians 15:20-34   But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are 
asleep.  For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead.  For as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be make alive.  But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after 
that those who are Christ’s at His coming, then comes the end when He hands over the kingdom to the 
God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.   

For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.  The last enemy that will be abolished is 
death.  For He has put all things in subjection under His feet.  But when He says, “All things are put in 
subjection,” it is evident that He is excepted who put all things in subjection to Him.  When all things are 
subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, 
so that God may be all in all. 

Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for the dead?  If the dead are not raised at all, why then are 
they baptized for them?  Why are we also in danger every hour?  I affirm, brethren, by the boasting in you 
which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.  If from human motives I fought with wild beasts at 
Ephesus, what does it profit me?  If the dead are not raised, let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.  O 
not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good morals.”  Become sober-minded as you ought, and stop 
sinning, for some have no knowledge of God.  I speak this to your shame. 

 

Today’s passage covers a number of important issues surrounding the resurrection of Jesus.  These are all 
topics of concern that Paul wanted to reiterate to the Corinthian church, and by extension to our church. 
Here are 7 topics that Paul addresses, and we will address today.  May we learn well what God has for us. 

1. First Fruits 

2. Original Sin 

3. Order:  Jesus, rapture, final 

4. Final subjection of death 

5. Equality w/ Father, yet subject 

6. Baptism for the dead 

7. Resurrection: motivation for godly living 

So let’s get to them, one by one. 

FIRST FRUITS 

Paul tells us that Jesus’ resurrection is the “first fruits” of those who are to be raised from the dead (those 
who are asleep.) The obvious implication is that Jesus was paving the way for more resurrections to follow.  
And, praise God, among those resurrections to come is OURS, if we are indeed His child by faith. 

The reference to “first fruits” would be understood by every Jew, but not so much by the Greek Corinthians.  
The Jewish feast of Passover, was really three feasts, or festivals, in one.   

1. There was the Passover feast, which commemorated the lamb’s blood sprinkled on the doorposts of 
the Jews enslaved in Egypt the night the angel of death “passed over” the firstborn of the Jews, 
before they were let go by Pharaoh and crossed the Red Sea.  For Christians, it is the feast which 
commemorates the death and shed blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God. 

2. Then there was the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which commemorated the escape from Egypt when 
the Jews ate their meal “in haste” with bread that had not been given time to rise, since it was made 
with no yeast or leaven.  For Christians, this feast commemorates the Messiah (the “unleavened” or 
sinless one) buried in a tomb with our sins. 

3. Then there was the Feast of First Fruits, celebrating the beginning of barley harvest.  This feast was 
laid down in the law of Moses. 



Leviticus 23:10-11   When you enter the land which I am going to give to you and reap its harvest, 
then you shall bring in the sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest to the priest.  He shall wave the 
sheaf before the Lord for you to be accepted; on the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it. 

The day after the Sabbath would, of course, be on Sunday – the first day of the week.  So for the Christian, 
the reference to “first fruits” coincides perfectly with the resurrection of Jesus from the grave on the first day 
of the week, the Sunday following Passover (his death) and the Feast of Unleavened Bread (his burial). 

Just as the first sheaf of barley marked the beginning of the harvest, so the first resurrection from the grave 
– that of Jesus – marked the “first fruits” of resurrection.  Thus, Paul’s reference in our passage. 

ORIGINAL SIN 

Then we have Paul’s cryptic reference:  “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be make alive.”  
This reference is to a critical doctrine of our faith that we call “original sin.” Paul taught it to the Roman 
church in more detail in a letter he wrote maybe a decade after his letter to the Corinthians. 

  Romans 5:12,15   Therefore … through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and 
so death spread to all men, because all sinned.  But the free gift is not like the transgression.  For if by 
the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace 
of the one man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many. 

In the doctrinal statement of Oaks Bible Church, it states:  “We believe that every person is a sinner by 
nature, choice and practice.”  The “by nature” phrase is referencing our belief in the doctrine of original sin. 

The Jews understood that when Adam, the first man, sinned in the garden of Eden, he not only sinned for 
himself but for the entire human race that would follow him.  His sin became our sin.  Now we also know 
that we are sinners by choice and practice.  We should humbly acknowledge that if it had been us in the 
garden of Eden as the first man/woman – we would have sinned against God as well. 

Paul’s point here is that just as one man caused the death of all by his initial sin, so one other man – Jesus 
– provided for the life of all by his resurrection.  Adam was the first to sin, passing it along the line to those 
of humanity.  And Jesus was the first to resurrect – passing that along the line to those of faith.  

ORDER:  JESUS, RAPTURE, FINAL 

Next, Paul wants us to know the order of resurrection – the way in which this “passing down” will progress. 

Jesus, of course, is the first.  He is the only One who could be first, for He was God in the flesh whom 
death could not hold in the grave.  There have been no bodily resurrections since, for what we call “the 
rapture” is the next phase of resurrections.   

Now we know that all who have died in Christ since, have gone to be with the Lord immediately, for “while 
we at home in the body we are absent from the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:6) but we “prefer rather to be absent from 
the body and to be at home with the Lord.” (2 Cor 5:8).  But those home-goings are not bodily 
resurrections.  Their bodies are still “in the grave” – whether in coffins or in cremated fragments. 

But, “after that those who are Christ’s at His coming,” is how Paul describes the next “wave” of 
resurrections.  And this is what we refer to as “the rapture.” 

  1 Thessalonians 4:16   For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive 
and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 
shall always be with the Lord. 

Putting this together with today’s passage we know that this will be a bodily resurrection.  First the dead will 
rise bodily from the graves and cremation urns and scatterings at sea, etc. Then, what should be almost 
instantaneously after, those believers who are alive at his coming will be raised bodily to meet the Lord in 
the air.  These too will be “resurrections” for they will “always be with the Lord” from that time on, never to 
physically die. 

And then the final “wave” Paul describes as “then comes the end.”  I would assume that any who accept 
the Lord after the rapture and then die would be resurrected bodily.  That would be part of “the end.”  But 
the ultimate “end” is when Jesus hands over the kingdom to His Father at the end of the Millennium.  At 
that point all alive believers and non-believers will be bodily resurrected for the final judgment of the sheep 



(believers) and goats (unbelievers).  So, in the end, the resurrection of Jesus will be the “first fruits” of the 
bodily resurrection of all human beings.  Amazing! 

FINAL SUBJECTION OF DEATH  

One of the greatest truths of the resurrection of Jesus is that it defeated death.  We typically think of this as 
Jesus defeating His own human death, or of ultimately defeating the death of believers in their resurrection. 

But here, Paul takes us all the way to the end of time and states that the resurrection of Jesus will be the 
death of death itself.  “The last enemy that will be abolished is death”  (v. 26) because of the bodily 
resurrection of Jesus from the grave.  After the final judgment, there will be no more death in heaven. 

   Revelation 21:4   And He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any 
death …” 

EQUALITY WITH THE FATHER, YET SUBJECT 

For this time, God the Father has “put all things in subjection under His feet,”  (Psalm 8:6) referring to 
Jesus the Son.  But at the end of all time, after the final judgment, Jesus will hand all things back to God 
the Father that “God may be all in all.” (v. 28). 

This is a beautiful picture and reminder that even though God the Father and God the Son are equal in 
divinity, Jesus the Son is subject to God the Father in the order of the Godhead.  Jesus made this clear all 
of his ministry, as He declared on many occasions things such as: 

  John 14:31   But so the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded 
Me.” 

As Paul taught earlier in the Corinthian letter: 

  1 Corinthians 11:3   But I want you to understand that … God is the head of Christ. 

BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD 

Verse 29 raises one of the often asked Biblical  questions: “Does Paul advocate being baptized for the 
dead?  Doesn’t that contradict the belief that each must make a personal decision for salvation?”  

First, this is an obscure and isolated passage on the subject.  And is it unwise to base any doctrine on such 
a passage.  In context, Paul is trying to defend resurrection as viable.  And some of the Corinthians were 
apparently still holding on to the pagan belief that a believer could be baptized in place of one who was 
already dead, but was never baptized.  (Mormons and some other deviant groups still baptize for the dead 
today) 

Absolutely, baptism for the dead makes no Biblical sense and has no place in Christian practice. Paul here 
neither condemns or condones the practice, but rather uses it as an argument for the resurrection.  He 
knows some in Corinth are being baptized for the dead, and says that this very (wrong) practice indicates a 
belief in resurrection.  In this they were being inconsistent in their own beliefs.  Paul’s point: even your 
pagan ritual speaks to the reality of resurrection. 

RESURRECTION:  MOTIVATION FOR GODLY LIVING 

Paul’s last point in this passage is a challenge to all believers to allow the truth of Jesus’ resurrection, and 
the hope of our resurrection to come, to be a strong motivation for godly living.  He makes two key points, 
and then the challenge. 

1. Point 1:  Why do we strive so hard to live fruitful and godly lives as Christians, if there is no 
resurrection?  Paul uses himself as an example of one who “dies daily” in his striving for the Lord.  
He references an occurrence that is not recorded anywhere else in Scripture – that he fought with 
wild beasts at Ephesus.  Whether he meant literal wild beasts or human “wild beasts” is not 
important – either way that battle would make no sense, says Paul, if “tomorrow we die” never to 
rise again.  All missionary efforts, all our church attendance, all our godly living is a waste if this life 
is not a preparation for the next. 

2. Point 2:  We might as well “eat and drink, for tomorrow we die” if there is no resurrection.  Indeed, if 
there is nothing but this life, why not indulge ourselves in every pleasure and fantasy?  But, is the 



implication, if indeed the resurrection is true and what we do in this life matters directly for the next, 
we must live differently. 

His final challenge, to wrap up this section and this last point, is: 

  1 Corinthians 15:34   Become sober-minded as you ought, and stop sinning; for some have no 
knowledge of God.  I speak this to your shame.     

Bottom line is that the resurrection of Jesus, and our subsequent personal bodily resurrection, should be a 
strong motivation to live life with godly purpose and moral restraint.  Reckoning is coming! 


