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OUR TEXT 

1 Corinthians 14:1-19   Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may 
prophesy.  For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God; for no one understands, but 
in his spirit he speaks mysteries.  But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation 
and consolation.  One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church. 
Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more that you would prophesy, and greater is one who 
prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may receive edifying. 

But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in tongues, what will I profit you unless I speak to you either 
by way of revelation or of knowledge or of prophecy or of teaching?  Yet even lifeless things, either flute or 
harp, in producing a sound, if they do not produce a distinction in the tones, how will it be known what is 
played on the flute or on the harp?  For if the bugle produces an indistinct sound, who will prepare himself 
for battle?  So also you, unless you utter by the tongue speech that is clear, how will it be known what is 
spoken?  For you will be speaking into the air.  There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the 
world, and no kind is without meaning.  If then I do not know the meaning of the language, I will be to the 
one who speaks a barbarian, and the one who speaks will be a barbarian to me.  So also you, since you 
are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of the church. 

Therefore let one who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.  For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit 
prays, but my mind is unfruitful.  What is the outcome then?  I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the 
mind also; I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind also.  Otherwise if you bless in the spirit 
only, how will the one who fills the place of the ungifted say the “Amen” at your giving of thanks, since he 
does not know what you are saying?  For you are giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not 
edified.  I thank God, I speak in tongues more than you all; however, in the church I desire to speak five 
words with my mind so that I may instruct others also, rather than ten thousand words in a tongue. 

 

REVIEW AND INTRODUCTION 

In Chapter 12 of 1 Corinthians, Paul emphasized the importance of spiritual gifts as being various 
manifestations of the Holy Spirit given to each believer for the building up of the church.  We learned that 
these “spirituals” were (1) controlled by the Spirit (pneumatikon), (2) acts of God’s grace (charisma), (3) 
service to the church (diakonia), (4) energized by God (energeo), and (5) a revealing or “making plain” of 
God (phanerosis).   

We learned that each believer is given a unique combination of these “gifts” and is therefore an essential 
part of the healthy building up of the church.  We learned that not every one has every gift, but that with 
each actively contributing the gifts they do have, the church body has all it needs to function effectively in 
manifesting the Spirit. 

In Chapter 13, Paul emphasizes the critically important element in allowing these gifts to function at their 
highest efficiency – namely the “agape” or unconditional, selfless love of God.  When this agape love 
“fuels” the gifts, the gifts are not competitive, nor divisive, nor self-serving, but they operate at full 
effectiveness and attractiveness. 

Now in Chapter 14, Paul focuses on two of the gifts – namely prophecy and tongues. Though all gifts have 
a spiritual importance, he sees prophecy as particularly important and tongues as less important in the 
building up the church as a whole.  This is not to put speaking in tongues down as wrong, but simply as not 
being as critical to the church as is prophecy. Historically, the Corinthian church has gotten this backwards, 
and Paul is wanting the Corinthians to put a higher, yes highest, value on prophecy. In Paul’s “body” 
analogy he might have seen prophecy as the “brain” of the body and tongues as some lesser body part. 

THE CAUSE OF CONFUSION 



I am well aware that this chapter of Scripture has caused much confusion and division among 
commentators.  I find there are two considerations that bring this confusion. And how you answer these 
two considerations leads you down a certain path of interpretation. 

1. Have prophecy and/or tongues ceased for our present day?   

2. What is the gift of prophecy?  Is it basically “revelatory” – meaning revealing some fresh truth about 
God or about what is to come?  Or is it basically “proclamation” – a fresh sharing of God’s already 
revealed truth?  

Without going into my reasoning, I am convinced that neither prophecy nor tongues have ceased for the 
present day.  Personally, I do not believe that tongues play the same importance in this day as they played 
in the early church, but that is a discussion for another time.  I believe prophecy is still vitally critical to the 
present day functioning of the church, and therefore this passage remains vitally important for us to 
consider today.  The emphasis of this passage is the noble pursuit of prophecy in the church – and thus 
the title of my message, “The Noble Pursuit.” 

The answer to the second question, “what is the gift of prophecy” is then particularly important. 

1. It is not the office of prophet – that is, the Old Testament role of those who foretold the future and 
boldly proclaimed the foundation of God’s revealed truth by the direct inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  
That role of prophet ended with the coming of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1) 

Hebrews 1:1-2a  God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and 
in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son … 

2. Nor is it the present day revealing of new truth.  God’s revelation is closed until we see Jesus face to 
face.  (1 Cor. 13:12; Revelation 22:18).   To believe in fresh revelation is to open up the door to cults 
(ex: Mormonism) and various spurious Christian factions 

3. Nor is it simply the preaching of God’s word.  Paul wants all believers to pursue to prophesy to some 
degree (v.1), and certainly he is not saying he desires all to be preachers. 

Let me share with you a number of definitions, or explanations, of what the gift of prophecy is, given by 
various highly respected commentators.  I resonant with each of these as bringing a measure of practical 
clarity and understanding. 

“Prophecy is the Spirit-given ability to proclaim the written Word of God with clarity and to apply it to a 
particular situation with a view to correction or edification.  Leslie Flynn, 19 Spiritual Gifts.” 

“The gift of prophecy is the special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ to 
receive and communicate an immediate message of God to His people through a divinely anointed 
utterance.”  C. Peter Wagner, Discover Your Spiritual Gifts. 

The gift of prophecy is “the divine enablement to reveal truth and proclaim it in a timely and relevant 
manner for understanding, correction repentance, or edification.”  Bruce Bugbee, What You Do Best 
in the Body of Christ. 

“Prophecy is a message or report in human words usually made to the gathered believers based on a 
spontaneous, personal revelation from the Holy Spirit for the purpose of edification, encouragement 
and/or consolation.  It is not necessarily free from a mixture of human error, thus needed assessment 
on the basis of Biblical teaching.”   John Piper 

“The spiritual manifestation of prophecy is the ability given by the Spirit of God to a person to proclaim 
God’s truth to others.   It is best understood as the gift of ‘proclaiming’ – the gift of speaking God’s 
truth to others for their being built up spiritually.”   John MacArthur, Spiritual Gifts. 

 

7 BASIC PROPHECY PRINCIPLES I see these principles about prophecy clarified in the 
above statements, and brought forth in our passage today: 



V 1 – PROPHECY IS TO BE PURSUED, LIKE LOVE   Second only to pursuing and manifesting the 
agape love of God, is pursuing and manifesting the proclamation of God’s truth. It is the gift that has the 
greatest impact on the building up of the church body (v. 5) 

V 2-3 -  PROPHECY SPEAKS GOD’S HEART TO OTHERS   The one who prophesies communicates to 
others God’s edification (strengthening), exhortation (encouragement) and consolation (comfort). 

V 4-5,12 -  PROPHECY BUILDS UP THE CHURCH  This is both inward (within the church service or 
meeting) and outward (proclamation in the community) 

V 6 – PROPHECY BRINGS FRESH PERSPECTIVE  There is an element of revelation (something “new” 
God has taught you), knowledge (the imparting of facts to know about God) and teaching (explaining to aid 
in understanding) 

V 7-11 -  PROPHECY BRINGS CLARITY TO GOD’S WORD  Prophesy is distinct, like the notes of a 
musical instrument.  Like a call to battle it calls to heart to God in clarity.  It brings meaning of God’s Word 
into focus. 

V13-17  -  PROPHECY ENGAGES BOTH THE SPIRIT AND THE MIND  Though a spiritual manifestation, 
prophesy “makes sense” to the listener and it causes other believers to say “yes, God!” (Amen!) 

V 18-19  THE SIMPLEST PROCLAMATION CAN MAKE AN IMPACT  Sometimes even a simple 
statement of God’s truth can strike a “chord” in another.  If God prompts you, speak up and out for Him – 
you never know how God might use it for another’s encouragement. 

“5 words”  -     “Jesus Is Lord to me” 

      “God loves you so much” 

      “Jesus died for your sins” 

      “Jesus rose to give life” 

      “Have you ever accepted Him?”    etc. 

 

INSTANCES OF PROPHECY 

1. Yes, my sermon could and should be a manifestation of prophecy 
2. But also Dan or Ivan or another sharing at the County Jail 
3. Or you sharing a Scripture or truth about God with a friend 
4. Or Marina or missionary Cyndi Struven sharing the gospel with a child at C.E.F. 
5. Or one of our missionaries explaining about the resurrection to a new convert 
6. Or Phil sharing Christ with Purima  
7. Or a Christian parent sharing Christ with his child at bedtime 
8. Or Bruce teaching his Thursday morning Bible study 
9. As Josh gives an encouragment to the church during Body Life 
10. As we in Spirit and truth sing our praises in worship 

 

We should not minimize prophecy to make it only the gift of the Spirit-led few. 

I truly believe that this particular manifestation of the Spirit comes forth anytime Christ is shared 
(proclaimed) verbally – whether in a smaller or larger setting – whether within the walls of the church or 
outside the walls.   

 

PROPHECY IS A SPEAKING GIFT 

1 Peter 4:10-11  As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God.  Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the 
utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; 
so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion 
forever and ever, Amen. 



Many see a helpful division here of gifts into one of two categories – speaking and serving.  Our unspoken 
godly demeanor is clearly a testimony, but it is not prophecy.  Prophecy takes opening your spirit, heart 
and MOUTH to proclaim God’s truth, as prompted and led by the Holy Spirit.  “You shall receive power 
(boldness) when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.” (Acts 1:8).  A noble pursuit, then, is to open your mouth 
more for Jesus! 

As with all spiritual gifts, some will have a greater propensity for prophecy than others.  They will find it 
more natural (supernatural) to be bold in speaking out for Jesus and proclaiming the truths of Scripture.  
But all believers are here encouraged and challenged to earnestly pursue the spiritual manifestation of 
prophecy – speaking out for Jesus.  This is the “noble pursuit,” coupled with the mantle of agape love, that 
should inspire and ignite all believers to proclaim Christ to another. 

 

May each of us aspire to use whatever portion of the gift God has given us, and stretch the limits of that gift 
to be even more bold in opening our mouth for Jesus.  The more we do, the more the church will be 
edified, encouraged and comforted.  And I believe that the more we do it, the more God will empower us to 
do more.  

1 Corinthians 14:1  Desire especially … that you may prophesy. 


