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2 Thessalonians 3:1:1-9   Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you; and that we will be rescued from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith.  But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.  We have confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you are doing and will continue to do what we command.  May the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ.
Paul is coming to the end of his communication by letter to the Thessalonians, as he writes, “Finally, brethren …”  What follows in chapter 3 is what might be called “the bottom line” of his concerns for them.  This is what he wants to leave with them as most important, even more than the theology of the second coming and the warnings of the antichrist. The final words of someone are often what best reflect their heart, and here Paul bears his heart.
In verses 1-5 we find three final reminders of Paul, and thus by God Himself, that can each be remembered by the letter “P.”  They are, the importance of (1) PRAYER, (2) PROTECTION and (3) PERSEVERANCE.  And on this Mothers Day we will see that these three reminders are especially pertinent when it comes to the critical role of motherhood.
PRAYER
Before we look into the specifics of Paul’s request for prayer, let us simply observe this:  “Finally, brethren, pray …   Simply, and profoundly, God wants us to be people of passionate and persistent prayer.


1 Thessalonians 5:16-18   Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

Matthew 26:41    Jesus:  “Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”


Colossians 4:2   Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving.


Matthew 6:9   Jesus:  “Pray then in this way:  ‘Our Father, who is in heaven …’ “ 

     1 Timothy 2:1   First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayer, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all …
What an amazing and precious provision of God, that He has called us to communicate with Him in the intimacy of prayer.  For the child of God, prayer should be natural and constant – very much like spiritual breathing.  God invites us, yes begs us, to draw near to Him with confidence.

Hebrews 4:16   Let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
And let’s be honest – our need for grace and mercy and time of need is virtually always!
Here in our passage of the day, Paul specifically requests prayer that God’s Word would “spread rapidly and be glorified.”  To translate this in the words of the prophet Isaiah, he is praying that God’s Word would be free to do its work in open hearts and “not return void.”  This is one of the most important and powerful prayers we can pray, for we know it is God’s will and promise.

Isaiah 55:10-11   For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there without watering the earth and making it bear and sprout, and furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 
so will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; it will not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.
Mothers among us, and all of us, let me say it again.  One of the most important and powerful prayers you can pray is for the Word of God to break through the heart of that one you love so much, and then be effective in glorifying God in that loved one’s life.

And Paul goes on to request prayer for “rescue from perverse and evil men.”  Your loved ones need God’s protection from the wicked world around them, and the perverse ones who can so easily influence them away from God.  And then he reminds us of the obvious:  “for not all have faith.”  There are those who are “wolves in sheep’s clothing” who are human pawns of the devil who are “perverse and evil” and can be used by the evil one to lead astray.  They can be friends or foes, teachers or co-workers, roommates or even church-mates.  Yes, they can even be those who profess to be believers, friends and teachers of truth.  Pray that God might protect from such.
And before we move from the subject of prayer, note that Paul says, “pray for us.”  And may I humbly remind you to pray for me, and for Pastor Drew, and for all your church leadership.  Pray that the Word we share will be effective, and that we will have the wisdom to recognize and avoid the negative influence of the “perverse and evil” among us.  We covet your prayers.
PROTECTION
Yes, we are to pray for protection.  But thanks be to God that here He gives us a wonderful promise of His faithfulness.  In verse three it says that He will indeed strengthen and protect His children from the evil one, the devil and his demons.  We need not fear them, though we must respect the power of their deluding influence over us.  


1 Peter 5:8-9a   Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith. 
Though Satan ever tempts us to turn from God and sin, 1 Corinthians 10:13 gives us a super-valuable promise that God will shield us from any temptation that we cannot handle.  So whatever comes our way, we can know that God has pre-screened the temptation of Satan knowing that we can handle it!  God knows what we cannot handle, and he will not allow that to overtake you.

1 Corinthians 10:13  … God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able …
Remember that whatever we struggle with, the real struggle is a spiritual one.  We may think it is with our ornery neighbor, or the IRS, or with a cantankerous co-worker or with an abortion clinic.  But all struggles are ultimately with the forces of darkness, fueled by Satan.  And God promises to be our protection, if we will put on the spiritual armor He has provided through Jesus.

Ephesians 6:12-13a   For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the … spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.  Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist …

I conclude my comments on this precious reminder of God’s protection from verses from Psalm 91.  They are given in poetic language, but speak comfort to the heart from God’s heart of compassion.  And mothers, and all concerned shepherds, hear this promise of God’s protection over your loved ones.

Psalm 91:1-2, 10-12   He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.  I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, My God in whom I trust!”   No evil will befall you, nor will any plague come near your tent.  For He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways.  They will bear you up in their hands, that you do not strike your foot against a stone.
PERSEVERANCE
Though it is God who saves, God who protects, God who strengthens, Scripture is clear over and over again that it is our part to persevere.  And yes, God will even help us to do that.  Here Paul prays:


2 Thessalonians 3:5   May the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ.

Steadfastness is perseverance.  It is “hanging in there” when the going gets rough.  As it is said, “when the going gets tough, the tough get going.”  Yes, I can “do all things” but it is only “through Christ who strengthens me.”  (Philippians 4:13)   Here in our passage it says, “May the Lord direct your hearts,” meaning, may God motivate you back into loving God above all else and standing strong in your faith.  You and I must do the persevering, but God will motivate us as we ask Him and others pray for us to do so.

Throughout the Biblical book of Revelation it says repeatedly, “He who overcomes” is the one who will “eat of the tree of life” (2:7) and “not be hurt by the second death” (2:11) and who God will “give of the hidden manna” (2:17) and “give authority over the nations” (2:26) and “be clothed in white garments” (3:5) and be made “a pillar in the temple of God” (3:12) and be granted to “sit down with God on His throne.” (3:21)  These all speak of heaven for those who overcome, or persevere.

And the book of Hebrews has much to say about persevering.
 

Hebrews 3:12   Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.

Hebrews 4:1   Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem to have come short of it.
Hebrews 6:11-12   And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
But think not that persevering is a requirement for salvation, anymore than works are a requirement for salvation.  Both persevering and works are a result of salvation in the believer’s life.  Those who are saved will persevere and those who are saved will produce works of righteousness.  As we persevere we prove to ourselves and other believers that we are indeed saved.  And as we produce of righteousness we do the same.  Persevering and good works are the fruit of salvation.
But our effort of perseverance is still our part, as we rely on the strength of the Lord to motivate us.

And mothers, it takes a lot of perseverance to be a faithful and godly guide to your children and grandchildren.  If you struggle with that, remember that God is the one who will “direct you hearts into the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ.”

SUMMARY
God wants to remind us all of the critical importance of your regular PRAYER, recognizing His continual PROTECTION and your steadfast PERSEVERANCE through all of life’s challenges.

Mothers and all women alike, there are no more godly attributes than these three.  Show yourself to be a woman of God by your fervent PRAYER, your trust in God for His PROTECTION, and your PERSEVERING through all, with full confidence that God is in control.
And men, God looks to you to rise up as the spiritual leaders of your generation.  “Rise up, O men of God, be done with lessor things,” says the old hymn.  Determine to be a man of PRAYER.  Be fearless in your confidence that God “has your back” with PROTECTION from the arrows of the enemy.  And be a leader and example in PERSEVERING through the storms of life.
