Be Complete - He Made Us Alive - Col 2:11-15

“Very well, by God’s decree the enemy has sent [a pestilence]... | shall ask God mercifully to
protect us. Then | shall... administer medicine, and take it. | shall avoid places and persons
where my presence is not needed in order not to become contaminated and thus perchance
infect and pollute others... If people in a city were to show themselves bold in faith when a
neighbor’s need so demands, and cautious when no emergency exists, and if everyone would
help ward off contagion as best he can, then the death toll would indeed be moderate. But if
some are too panicky and desert their neighbors in their plight, and if some are so foolish as to

not take precautions but aggravate the contagion, then the devil has a heyday and many will die.’

—Martin Luther on "Whether One May Flee from a Deadly Plague"(c.1527)

Today’s Outline
* Two Invisible Ceremonial Events
From Death To Life
The Heavenly Eraser
A Public Disarming

The Circumcision Made With Hands
Gen 17:10 This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you and your
descendants after you: Every male child among you shall be circumcised;
Rom 4:9-14 Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the
uncircumcised also? For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness. How
then was it accounted? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but
while uncircumcised. And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the
faith which he had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who believe,
though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also, and the father
of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of

the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised.

Circumcision of The Heart
Lev 26:40,41 ‘But if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers, with their
unfaithfulness in which they were unfaithful to Me, and that they also have walked contrary to Me,
and that | also have walked contrary to them and have brought them into the land of their

enemies; if their uncircumcised hearts are humbled, and they accept their guilt—



Deu 10:16 “Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and be stiff-necked no longer.

Jer 4:4 Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, And take away the foreskins of your hearts, You
men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, Lest My fury come forth like fire, And burn so that no
one can quench it, Because of the evil of your doings.”

Rom 2:28,29 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward
in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit,

not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.

Spiritual Baptism
Rom 6:3,4 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in

newness of life.

We Are Now Alive
Eph 2:1-5 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; Wherein in time
past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom also we all had our
conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the
mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in mercy, for
his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us

together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)

Num 15:22 ‘If you sin unintentionally, and do not observe all these commandments which the
LORD has spoken to Moses

Jos 1:7 “Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the
law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left,

that you may prosper wherever you go.



We can only imagine how Satan and every dark gleeful demon attacked Jesus as He hung on the
cross on our behalf, as if He were a guilty sinner. “As he was suspended there, bound hand and
foot to the wood in apparent weakness, they imagined they had him at their mercy, and flung
themselves on him with hostile intent. But, far from suffering their attack without resistance, he
grappled with them and mastered them, stripping them of the armor in which they trusted, and
held them aloft in his outstretched hands, displaying to the universe their helplessness and his

own unvanquished strength.” F. F. Bruce
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“And so, we summarize the verses in Colossians this way: you believers, you have no need of
external circumcision. You have already received the true circumcision of the heart and life. Your
whole sinful nature has been cut away. You received it by virtue of your union with Christ by faith.
When He was buried, you, your former wicked selves, were buried with Him. When He was
resurrected, as new creatures, you were resurrected with Him, all by the power of God when you
believed. It is done. It is complete. The old nature is dealt with; new life is begun. Complete

salvation is yours; you don’t need anything else.” John MacArthur



