
1 CORINTHIANS – “Be Wise”                  8.5.18  
Lesson 29: “The Victorious Chameleon”     1 Corinthians 9:19-27       Craig Crawshaw 
1 Corinthians 9:19-27   For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I 
may win more.  To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, 
as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that I might win those who are under the 
Law; to those who are without law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the 
law of Christ, so that I might win those who are without law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win 
the weak; I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some.  I do all things for the 
sake of the gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of it. 
Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize?  Run in such a way 
that you may win.  Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do 
it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; 
I box in such a way, as not beating the air; but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I 
have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
This is one of the Bible’s primary passages on being an effective Christian witness.  It has two paragraphs.  
The first, verses 19-23, gives us invaluable advice on GETTING IN the “game” of sharing the gospel.  The 
second, verses 24-27, gives us excellent advice on STAYING IN the “game.”   
GETTING IN can be visualized by the CHAMELEON.  Not its propensity to blend in to his environment for 
protection, for Christians are not called to blend in for protection from persecution.  But rather, the 
chameleon helps us visualize that we are to RELATE to our surroundings, seeking to identify with those to 
whom we share the love of God. 
STAYING IN can be summarized by the adjective of VICTORIOUS, as we find staying power through 
keeping our eyes on the prize, being disciplined in our preparation and participating with purpose. 
Thus, the VICTORIOUS CHAMELEON is the title of our message, and our keys to these two paragraphs of 
invaluable advice. 

OUR OUTLINE 
1. “GETTING IN”  (v. 19-23)  -  the CHAMELEON example of relating to its environment  
2. “STAYING IN”  (v. 24-27)  -  the VICTORIOUS example, discipline and purpose 

 

“GETTING IN”  (v. 19-23) 
1.  I set aside my “freedom” to live solely for me, in order to help others find their freedom in Christ.   
This is the essence of verse 19. 

Philippians 2:3  Regard one another as more important than yourself. 

Romans 12:10  Give preference to one another in honor. 

Verse 19 could be Jesus talking to His spiritual children.  In heaven, He was “free of all men.”  Yet He 
made Himself “a slave to all,” so that He might “win more.”  Like a chameleon, Jesus “changed His colors” 
to better relate and connect with the ones He wanted to save.  He became a man. 

 Philippians 2:5-8   Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although 
He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men, being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 
on a cross.  

2.  I relate, as best I can, to those I encounter, that I might earn the right to share the gospel. 



To better relate to children, I play games with them and try to get down to their level of thinking.  As they 
trust me as a friend they can count on, I earn the right to be heard as one who cares for their soul.  This is 
how Child Evangelism Fellowship operates, and how effective preschools and Sunday Schools should as 
well.  Parents, we win the “right” to teach our children the gospel when we connect with them in what they 
are thinking and feeling. 

The same is true in working with junior and senior high students.  Clearly, they are going through much 
different things that they did in elementary school.  Their bodies are changing.  Their perception of the 
opposite sex is changing.  Their relationship with their parents is changing.   They can typically become 
more disconnected, more to themselves, difficult to talk to and confusing in their many moods.  Yet they 
are seeking for love, purpose and answers to life.  We earn the “right” to enter their world when we try as 
best we can to identify with their thoughts, struggles, dreams and questions. 

Relating to senior adults takes a different tact.  No two adults are the same, but most are struggling with 
health, purpose, family relationships and just keeping relevant.  Some have essentially given up, and 
others are just trying to hang in there.  As we enter their world of concerns we better earn the right to speak 
to them about the afterlife and the hope the Jesus can offer. 

The same would be true in relating to singles, married couples, divorcees, the poor, the affluent, the 
homeless, the sports jock or the computer nerd.  Paul spoke of Jews and Gentiles.  But in our culture he 
might have spoken of the one raised in a church environment versus one raised in an agnostic or atheistic 
home.  He would have strived to enter their mindset in order to be more effective in sharing God’s 
message of redemption. 

In fact, we can see that Paul did just that in the different ways he related to people as he travelled the 
roads of first century Asia and Macedonia.  To the Gentile people of Athens who worshipped an unknown 
god, he related to them through the powerful God of creation.  To the Jews raised in a strong spiritual 
awareness of the God of Israel and the Holy Scriptures, yet not knowing the God of love, he related to 
them through Old Testament stories that would speak to their hearts of God’s provision and grace. 

3.  All my encounters are for the sake of the gospel, either in word or deed.   This means I am ever 
thinking of how I can best use the short or long opportunities to express the love of God.  In short 
encounters it might just be a reference to God, or of His blessings, or of how much God loves us.  In longer 
opportunities I strive to bring the conversation around to Jesus, or the Bible, or church – but always to 
share God’s provision for us through Jesus.  When Paul says “I do all things for the sake of the gospel” he 
surely does not mean that he compromises it in any way.   Rather, he uses all reasonable means to get the 
conversation around to God’s good news for man.  This gets is “in the game” of effective witnessing. 

Review:  I “get in” to being a more effective witness by … 
1. Putting others first 
2. Relating to their world as best I can 
3. “All for the sake of the gospel” 

“STAYING IN”  (v. 24-27) 
It’s one thing to share as effectively as we can, but another to stay encouraged and “in the game.”  All 
Christians can attest to sincere effort to share, only to be rebuffed and turned away.  When this happens a 
number of times it is easy to be discouraged and take oneself “out of the game” for awhile or even a long 
while.  To this, Paul gives this positive “pep talk.” 

1. Run to WIN –  make every encounter as positive as possible, pleasing the Lord  (v. 24) 
2. Run PREPARED – keep motivated by spiritual disciplines   (v. 25, 27a) 
3. Run with INTENTION  - not haphazard(v. 26, 27a) 

 

1.  Run to WIN 
Remember that “winning” is not reaping.  It’s not how many “notches” for salvation you can put on your 
“belt.”  Reaping is God’s business.  Your responsibility is to faithfully plant and water the “seed.”  Yes, if the 



opportunity comes, we must ask if the one is ready to make the commitment to receive Christ as Savior.  
But if that doesn’t come, you have not “lost.”  You have “won” whenever you have planted a seed or 
watered a previously planted seed. 

We know that the ultimate “prize” is pleasing our God by being His faithful representative.  We will “stay in 
the game” when we truly sense that we are pleasing our Lord in our encounters.   

2.  Run PREPARED 
Paul speaks of exercising self-control in verse 25, and then speaks of disciplining his body in verse 27.  For 
the Christian we must exercise our spirituality, keeping in tip-top spiritual shape.  Clearly I will be more 
motivated and ready for encounters when I am walking close to the Lord.  So I interpret this preparation as 
keeping in God’s Word and prayer in and keeping my contact with the church and my spiritual support 
team active.  I’m certainly more spiritually motivated when I’m actively engaging with God and my church 
family.   And, of course, proper preparation and discipline includes avoiding those things that will pull me 
down, spiritually.  Let’s keep in our best spiritual shape to “stay in the game” of represented our Lord! 

3.  Run with INTENTION  
When Paul finishes by saying that he doesn’t want to be disqualified, that Greek word for “disqualified” 
literally means “to be shown as counterfeit.”  It doesn’t’ mean to lose salvation.  We can be seen as 
counterfeit or hypocritical by others if we are not sincere and loving in our presentation.  We can also be 
found counterfeit by the Lord is we are sharing out of duty rather than out of love.  Therefore our intention 
is critical.  It must be with a true desire to represent the Lord accurately and help the intended to see God’s 
provision for them.  When we do this we will “stay in the game” and not be “disqualified.” 

Let us resolve, dearly beloved of God, to represent Him faithfully, humbly, consistently and intentionally. 

By so doing we will “win the prize,” not “run without aim” and not be “disqualified.” 

Let us both GET IN and STAY IN the privilege of sharing God’s good news with our contacts.    

Let us be a VICTORIOUS CHAMELEON ! 
 
For the next number of weeks, we will take a short break from our study through 1 Corinthians.  So for 
now, let us recall the keys to each of the first 9 chapters. 

 
RECALLING CHAPTERS 1-9 
1 – WISE   1:18   “For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God.”   This chapter speaks of God’s perfect wisdom as opposed to the 
foolishness of the world’s wisdom. 
 
2.  MIND(S)  2:16b  “… but we have the mind of Christ.”  This chapter speaks of the amazing access we 
Christians have to the indwelling Holy Spirit and the “mind of Christ.” 
 
3.  FOUND(ATION)  3:11  “For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.”  This chapter reminds us of the critical foundation of life which is Jesus.  As God’s people we 
are a temple of God, in that the Spirit of God dwells in us, and thus we belong to Christ. 
 
4.  SCUM(MY)  4:13b   “. . . We have become as the scum of the world, the dregs of all things, even until 
now.”  This chapter finds Paul encouraging us to a servant mentality, and defending his servant ministry. 
 
5. IMMORAL(ITY)  5:1  “It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a 
kind . . .”  This chapter chastises the willingness of the Corinthian church to tolerate an active immoral 
situation in their midst.  It urges them and us to not allow such sinful practice to contaminate the church 
and ourselves. 



 
6.  LAWS(UITS)  6:8  “Does any one of you, when he has a dispute against his neighbor, dare to go to law 
before the unrighteous and not before the saints?”  This chapter challenges the Christian to have fellow 
saints litigate disputes, rather than non-believing judges.  We have been “bought with a price,” therefore we 
must glorify God in our bodies. 
 
7.  WEDDING  7:10a  “ . . . but to the married I give instructions.”  This chapter answers various questions 
of sexuality and marriage aimed at both unmarried singles and married couples, whether both Christians or 
mixed spiritually.  Bottom line:  stay as you are, until God clearly gives instruction to change your marriage 
situation. 
 
8.  IDOLS  8:1a, 9  “Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge . . . but 
take care that this liberty of yours does not become a stumbling block to the weak.”  This chapter teaches 
that our spiritual freedom does not give us the freedom to cause another to stumble in their faith.  Love 
trumps spiritual freedom. 
 
9.  OXEN  9:9  “For as it is written in the Law of Moses, ‘You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing.  
God is not concerned about oxen, is He?’ “  This chapter teaches both the right of the full time Christian 
worker to receive a wage, and also the joy of a worker to not receive a wage, for the joy of sharing the 
gospel for free. 
 
CHAPTER MEMORY AID:  Wise minds found scummy immoral laws wedding idols (to) oxen … 
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