
Risk, Rejection and Reward 
 
Overview: 

1. Opening Questions  
2. Call to Risk and Rejection  
3. Call to Boldness  
4. Causes of Fear  
5. Causes of Boldness  
6. Rewards for Boldness  
7. Challenge: Meet 2 strangers and tell us about them next week. Transition 2 

conversations to spiritual things and report to us next week.  
 
Opening Questions: 

• Who is an outgoing person here? What makes it easy for you?  
• Did anyone grow from introverted to extroverted? How??  
• Have you ever been rejected?  
• Why does rejection hurt so much?  
• Have you ever had fears in evangelism? What were those fears?  
• Do you think every Christian can be a brave witness?  
• Is brave the same as fearless?  

 
I. A Call to Risk and Rejection  
 
“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents 
and innocent as doves. Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog 
you in their synagogues, and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my 
sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles.  
When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are 
to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. For it is not you who 
speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will deliver brother 
over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have 
them put to death, and you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who 
endures to the end will be saved. When they persecute you in one town, flee to the 
next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before 
the Son of Man comes.  
A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for the 
disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the 
master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his 
household.” (Matthew 10:16-25) 
 
Risk of: 

• Being cheated (be wise as serpents)  
• Legal trouble (courts)  
• Physical abuse  



• Death  
• Humiliation  
• Public speaking  
• Family division  
• Displacement (town to town)  
• Slander (Beelzebul)  
• Hatred (by all)  

 
Why risk it? “For my namesake.” 
 
II. Call to Boldness 
 
Q: Are you going to be convinced to buy a new product if the salesman doesn’t seem 
convinced? 
 
“And when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to 
speak in the name of Jesus and let them go. Then they left the presence of the council, 
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. And every day, 
in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching that 
the Christ is Jesus.” (Acts 5:40-42) 
 
“That we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 
in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.” (Luke 1:74-75) 
 

1. Boldness does not mean fearless  
2. Fear is overcome, not overwhelming  
3. Without boldness we cannot witness  
4. All are called and equipped to be bold  

“For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” (2 Timothy 
1:7) 
 
III. Causes of Fear 
 

1. Hidden sin  
“The wicked flee when no one pursues, but the righteous are bold as a lion.” (Proverbs 
28:1) 
 

2. Worldly Mindset  
 
“For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself? 
For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be 
ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy 
angels.” (Luke 9:25-26)o 
 



 
3. Addiction to approval  

“Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the 
Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; 
for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from 
God.” (John 12:42-43) 
 

4. Personal Sorrow  
“A glad heart makes a cheerful face, but by sorrow of heart the spirit is crushed.” 
(Proverbs 15:13) 

• Hopes are set on the visible  
• Not heavenly minded  

 
5. I don’t want to be a caricature!  
• Westboro Baptist  
• Fire and brimstone  
• Pushy  
• Jehovah’s Witnesses  
• Ned Flanders  

See 1 Peter 3 below 
 

6. Lack of experience or answers  
 
“But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no 
fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always 
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 
that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, 
when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to 
shame.” (1 Peter 3:14-16) was  
 

7. Fear of physical loss or harm  
• Job  
• Money  
• Family relationships  
• Friendships  
• Life  
• Social Status  

“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who 
can destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Matthew 10:28) 
 
“"No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
money.” (Matthew 6:24) 
 



Q: Any others you have experienced? 
 
IV. Causes of Boldness 
 

1. Clean conscience  
“How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God.” (Hebrews 9:14) 
 

2. Intimacy with Jesus  
“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had 
been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13) 
 

3. Spiritual empowerment  
“For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” (2 Timothy 
1:7) 

• Usually happens after the Risk has been taken and faith has been exercised  
 

4. Living hope  
“Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, not like Moses, who would put a veil 
over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being 
brought to an end.” (2 Corinthians 3:12-13) 
 

5. Addiction to God’s Approval  
“"Do not call conspiracy all that this people calls conspiracy, and do not fear what they 
fear, nor be in dread. But the Lord of hosts, him you shall honor as holy. Let him be 
your fear, and let him be your dread.” (Isaiah 8:12-13) 
 

6. Love for people  
“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love.” (1 John 4:18) 
 

7. Prayer  
“And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak 
your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and 
wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus." And when they 
had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with 
boldness.” (Acts 4:29-31) 
 
“[Pray] also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to 
proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may 
declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.” (Ephesians 6:20) 



8. Good examples  
“For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the 
Son of Man be in his day. But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this 
generation.” (Luke 17:24-25) 
 
“"This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, 'Who made you a ruler and a judge?'—this 
man God sent as both ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared to 
him in the bush.” (Acts 7:35) 
 
“And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, 
are much bolder to speak the word without fear.” (Philippians 1:14) 
 

• Who are some good examples you’ve seen in your life?  
• Who is the most fearless witness you have observed?  

 
V. Rewards for Boldness 
 

1. Great Reward in Heaven  
“"Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you 
and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! Rejoice in that day, and 
leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the 
prophets.” (Luke 6:22-23) 
 

2. People are Saved!  
“For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? 
Is it not you?” (1 Thessalonians 2:19) 
 

3. The Spirit of Glory  
“But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be 
glad when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.” (1 Peter 4:13-14) 
 

4. Jesus is Happy to claim us  
“So, everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my 
Father who is in heaven,” (Matthew 10:32) 
 

5. A Conqueror’s Rewards (Rev. 2-3)  
• No conqueror was ruled by fear  
• All were bold  
• All took an enemy’s kingdom  
• All were covered in glory  

 
6. An Eternal Weight of Glory  



“So, we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being 
renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all comparison,” (2 Corinthians 4:16-17) 
 
VI. Challenge 

• 2 strangers  
• 2 spiritual conversations 


