
HEBREWS Lesson 38:             “A Better Country”                            2.21.16  
Hebrews 11:13-16                   Craig Crawshaw 

 
Remember:   

FAITH IS CONFIDENT OBEDIENCE TO GOD’S WORD,  
IN SPITE OF CIRCUMSTANCE OR CONSEQUENCE 

1. FAITH IS ABOUT PLEASING GOD   

2. FAITH IS ABOUT BELIEVING IN GOD   

3. FAITH IS ABOUT SEEKING GOD’S WILL  

 

TODAY’S TEXT 

All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having 
welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles 
on the earth. For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of 
their own. And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, 
they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a 
city for them. 

 

THE UNSEEN PROMISE  (v.13a) 

“All these” refers to Abel (v. 4), Enoch (v. 5), Noah (v. 7) Abraham (v. 8) and Sarah (v. 11).  The 
clear implication is that their faith in God’s promise and thus pleasing of God earned them a place in 
God’s heaven. 

What “promises” did they not personally receive before death, but personally saw by faith and 
“welcomed them from a distance”?  The answer to this question is critical to our understanding of 
the author’s intent and to the doctrinal teaching of what saved these patriarchs. 

To say “the promises” were of the promised land might fit Abraham & Sarah, but not the others. 
To say “the promises” were of heaven alone would make us question where Jesus fits in, if at all. 
We will find the correct answer by tracing back to teachings in the book of Hebrews.  Again, context 
will help interpret text. 

First, look ahead to what the writer says of all the Old Testament men and women of faith at the end 
of chapter 11: 

Hebrews 11:39  And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive 
what was promised, because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us 
they would not be made perfect.  

Then look back at what he said about us at the end of the previous chapter: 
Hebrews 10:36   For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of 
God, you may receive what was promised. 

Finally, look further back at this great doctrinal statement regarding “the promise”: 

Hebrews 9:15   For this reason [the shed blood of Jesus], He is the mediator of a new 
covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that 
were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the 
promise of the eternal inheritance.  RETROACTIVE SALVATION! 

Do you now see that “the promises” that were believed by the patriarchs of faith were the promises 
of ultimate salvation through a coming Savior.  They did not know the name of Jesus, but they 



believed that God would provide a Savior.  Just as we remember our Savior, they anticipated their 
Savior – by faith.  We partake of communion “in remembrance of Him.”  Their Hebrew ancestors 
partook of the Passover in anticipation of Him. 
The shed blood and death sacrifice of Jesus is the only provision for sin and path to salvation – for 
both the patriarchs of old and the church of today.  Jesus (alone) saves – now and then. 
 
Vs. 13 teaches us that like the patriarch’s we are to see and claim our promised ultimate salvation 
by faith – treating is as accomplished fact – fact based upon God’s promise through what Jesus did 
for us. They demonstrated “confident obedience to God’s promise of ultimate salvation:  Abel by his 
offering of a blood sacrifice; Enoch by his pleasing God when no one else around him was doing so; 
Noah be his building an ark symbolic of the saving grace of God for His obedient children; and 
Abraham and Sarah by believing that through their descendants the earth would be blessed (by a 
Savior/Messiah). 
 
MY ALIEN CREDENTIALS  (v. 13b) 

Note the patriarch’s confession at the end of 11:13.  Each “confessed that they were strangers and 
exiles on the earth.”  And by doing so, they were making it clear that they were seeking another 
country or dwelling place beyond this earthly one.  This must be our confession as well.  As the old 
gospel songs says, “This world is not my home, I’m just a-passin’ through.” 

Our earthly responsibilities require that we give proper attention to our families, our jobs, our country 
and our world.  But we must never forget that we are but aliens in this world. 

Colossians 3:1   Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the things above, 
not on the things that are on earth.  For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God.  

John 17:16-18   [Jesus:]  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  Sanctify 
them in the truth; Your word is truth.  As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them 
into the world. 

 
Being a stranger means that I am different from most of the others around me.  I am a child of God 
and citizen of heaven.  I answer ultimately to the Lord of the universe, not the earthly rulers around 
me.  I give them their due respect, but they are not my ultimate master.  I answer to a higher 
authority. 
 
Being an exile means I am not living in my true homeland.  I must understand that as a God-follower 
my home is with my Lord in heaven.  I am on assignment for Him and His glory while on this earth.  I 
am to represent Him to the best of my ability as an ambassador for righteousness.  That should not 
make me “weird” but it should make me different. 
 
THE BETTER COUNTRY (v. 14-16) 

“Seeking a country of their own” for us translates that we are seeking the kingdom of God here on 
earth, in “practice” for His kingdom in heaven.  As Jesus taught us to pray:  “Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  For me, this means that I want God’s kingdom to reign in 
my heart with His will always being done ahead of my own.  And if I am truly thinking this way, I am 
thinking more of my future heavenly home than my present earthly one.  And this faith pleases God. 

It’s not that this earthly home or country is not a good one.  So much of it I love and enjoy living in. 

But there is a “better country.”  The “grass” is indeed far greener in our heavenly country. 

Verse 16 tells us that this kind of thinking pleases God, for He is not ashamed to be called our God. 

He has prepared a city for them (the patriarchs of faith) and for all we who are children of Abraham 
by faith. 

Jesus spoke of this preparation in John 14 when he said: 



John 14:2-3   In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have 
told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 

Paul wrote of this in his letter to the Philippian church: 

Philippians 3:20-21  But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that 
enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

And in today’s passage, the author of Hebrews reiterates this truth: 

Hebrews 11:16  But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore 
God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them. 

 

SUMMARY 

So, in summary we see from this passage: 

1. THE UNSEEN PROMISE of our ultimate salvation in Jesus.  We haven’t received it yet – we 
only have the “down payment” of the Holy Spirit within (Ephesians 1:13-14) who is the 
“pledge” of our promised inheritance.  But we see it by faith – as sure as ground under our 
feet, because God has promised it to His children. 

2. MY ALIEN CREDENTIALS   I’m just a stranger in exile, carrying out my “marching orders” 
until I’m de-commissioned and brought to my heavenly home. 

3. THE BETTER COUNTRY of the kingdom of God here on earth and my heavenly home being 
prepared for me by Jesus Himself. 

FAITH PERSPECTIVE THAT PLEASES GOD ! 

Jonathan Edwards has a wonderful sermon titled, “The Christian Pilgrim”. I conclude with the 
following thoughts from his sermon. 

“God is the highest good of the reasonable creature; and the enjoyment of him is the 
only happiness with which our souls can be satisfied.-- To go to heaven, fully to enjoy 
God, is infinitely better than the most pleasant accommodations here. Fathers and 
mothers, husbands, wives, or children, or the company of earthly friends, are but 
shadows; but the enjoyment of God is the substance. These are but scattered beams; 
but God is the sun. These are but streams; but God is the fountain. These are but 
drops; but God is the ocean.-- Therefore it becomes us to spend this life only as a 
journey towards heaven, as it becomes us to make the seeking of our highest end 
and proper good, the whole work of our lives; to which we should subordinate all other 
concerns of life. Why should we labor for, or set our hearts on, any thing else, but that 
which is our proper end, and true happiness?” 

 

 

 

(Note:  today’s lesson is a bit shorter than others, for I will follow it with a challenge to the Oaks’ 
congregation on the WHY and HOW of the memorization of the books of the Bible.  This Bible book 
memorization is part of the first quarter Bible challenge of 2016 toward being a more effective 
evangelist and student of God’s Word.) 

 

Following is the outline of what I will share. 



 

WHY to memorize Bible books in order? 

1. Much easier to find for personal study and sharing with others 

2. Helps understanding of Bible groupings and editorial intent 

3. Further shows your love and devotion to what God has given you. 

 (And avoids embarrassments such as trying to find “Hezekiah 3:2”) 
 
 

HOW to easier memorize Bible books in order? 

1. Learn by groupings 

N.T.:  4 gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John)  
1 history  (Acts) 

 9 letters to churches by Paul 
 4 letters to individuals by Paul (pastoral epistles) 
 [= 13 total letters by Paul]  (Pauline epistles) 
 8 letters by authors other than Paul (“general” epistles) 
 1 book of future things (eschatology) 
 = TOTAL of 27 N.T. books 
 
O.T.:  5 books of Moses (Torah or Pentateuch) 
 12 books of history   

(3 pre- kings, 3 pairs of kings, 3 post-kings) 
  5 books of poetry 
  5 major prophets (longer books by better-known writers) 
  12 minor prophets (shorter books by lesser-known writers) 
   (best to learn in 3 groups of 4) 

 [ 5  + 12  +  5  +  5  +  12  =  37 O.T. books ] 
 
 

2. Learn by editorial intent 

N.T.:   Gospel order by theme re: Jesus 
  KING / SERVANT / SON OF MAN / SON OF GOD 

Matthew – Kingly genealogy, Kingly messages and parables, Kingly Commission 
 Mark -  servant DEEDS of Jesus; action oriented 

Luke – perfect chronology, genealogy back to Adam, amazement at this man 
John -  Deity emphasized; how to be saved, 7 “I AM” ’s 
 

 N.T.:  Each grouping of letters categorized longest to shortest 
  (with 2nd of paired letters being the determining length) 
 
 O.T.  Each grouping generally chronological (not the entire O.T.)  


