
MARK MY WORDS – Lesson 28 May 11, 2008 
 (MOTHERS DAY / PENTECOST SUNDAY @ Harvest Christian Fellowship for a church “Field Trip”) 
“The Mother Who Gave Her All” Mark 12:41-44 (Lk 21:1-4) 
 
THE TEXT 
41 And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people were putting 

money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums. 
 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent. 
43 Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, "Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in 

more than all the contributors to the treasury; 
44 for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all 

she had to live on." 

 

OBSERVATIONS 

1. Jesus takes notice of our doings (v. 41-42) 

He was watching and observing this widow then, and He has been watching and 
observing ever since. 

Hebrew 4:13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open 
and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 

In the court of the women there were 16 collection boxes called “the trumpets” 
because of their shape. Each was marked for a specific purpose (priests, wood, poor, 
etc.) 

This is probably where “the treasury” is that Mark mentions. Men were allowed in the 
court of women where they too could give their financial gifts. 

His observation was of such interest that He even called His 12 disciples over to show 
them the importance of what was happening. 

Jesus cares very much about your “comings and goings.” 

 Psalm 139: 1-7 TURN and READ O Lord, thou hast searched me and known me. Thou 
dost know when I sit down and when I rise up; Thou dost understand my thought from 
afar. Thou dost scrutinize my path and my lying down, and art intimately acquainted 
with all my ways. Even before there is a word on my tongue, behold, O Lord, thou dost 
know it all. Thou hast enclosed me behind and before, and laid Thy hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is too high, I cannot attain to it. Where can I 
go from Thy Spirit? Or where can I flee from Thy presence? 

2. Jesus looks at the heart (v. 43) 

The disciples could only observe with their eyes seeing the physical and guessing what 
might be going on inside. So, it is with us, in our observations. 

Jesus, being God veiled in flesh, could observe the action, but also the motive. 



1 Samuel 16:7 … God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart. 

  Only God (Jesus) could know that the poor widow put in more than the others. 

  This was more than special ability of insight – it was divine revelation of the heart. 

It is important to notice that the greatness of the gift in God’s eyes mattered to Jesus – 
so much so that he called His disciples over to disclose the truth of what was 
happening to them. 

They, like we, needed to know that  

(1) the greatness of the gift in God’s eyes mattered and  

(2) that this widow, of all people, gave the most because of her great sacrifice  

3. Jesus acknowledges the gift of sacrifice, not surplus (v. 44) 

The coin she gave two of was a “lepton” = “thin one” = a fraction of our penny 

The word for “lepton” is the root of our word for “leaf” – indicating its lightness of 
weight, and implying its lightness of significance 

From human perspective her gift was virtually worthless. She could just as well have 
given one or neither of the coins for all it would have mattered to the treasury. 

  

Yet God measures greatest and importance not as men do. Jesus indicates that her gift 
was more than the total of all the others. It was the greatest because it was out of 
sacrifice and not out of surplus. 

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God 
which has been given in the churches of Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of 
affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of 
their liberality. For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability 
they gave of their own accord, begging us with much entreaty for the favor of 
participation in the support of the saints, and this, not as we had expected, but they 
first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God. 

 

You may think your gift is insignificant and unnecessary, yet God looks at the motive 
and counts the heart of sacrifice that gives it.  

4. Jesus honors the person, not the gift (v. 43-44) 

True to the character and person of our God, He cares about the person most of all. It 
is the widow that is extolled to the disciples. “This poor widow put in more than all…” 
and “she, out of her poverty …” 

She and her heart of sacrifice was what remarkable to Jesus. The two small coins were 
a sign of her greatness – they were not great in themselves. 

 



GIVE 1. Knowing God is watching and caring 

2. From a heart of love devotion to God 

3. Out of sacrifice, not just out of surplus 

(For the miracle of purchasing Harvest, God will raise up these kinds of givers!) 
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